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Lord Gort's direct control, nor to take part in the operations with which
this narrative is concerned.

VU

The B.E.F. grows

BUT WE HAVE BEEN anticipating a little. Let us return to our
dispositions along the Belgian frontier.

So far 1st and 2nd Corps had consisted of two Divisions each, the
1st and 2nd, and 3rd and 4th respectively. Additional units arrived
during October and November, including elements of the 5th and 6th
Divisions, in the form of the 15th and 17th Infantry Brigades. Lord
Gort was now able to complete the 5th Division (Major-General H- E,
Franklyn), and presently it became possible to man the British sector
entirely with British troops. Accordingly the French 51st Division
and the British Expeditionary Force dissolved partnership, with many
expressions of friendly regret, upon 1st December, 1939,

The arrival of the 48th Division (Major-General A* F. A* N. Thome)
in January completed the establishment of the first contingent of the
British Expeditionary Force, which now consisted of two corps of three
divisions each, with corps and army troops.

At the end of January the stcngth of the Force stood at 222,200 of
all ranks, not including the Air Component and other units of the
Royal Air Force for whose maintenance the Commander-in-Chief of
the British Expeditionary Force was responsible.

VHI

The Air

IN MODERN WARFARE operations by land and in the air must
be closely co-ordinated, whether for attack or defence. For this reason

the British Expeditionary Force included a Component (to employ the
accepted term) of the Royal Air Force, under Air Vice-Marsha) C H,
B. Bloimt. This at first consisted of two Army Co-operation Wings,
one Fighter Wing, and one Bomber Reconnaissance Wing. These
aircraft were flown out to France at the outbreak of war, and canto
under Lord Gort's command from the dates of the disembarkation of
their ground units. Other units were added later.

Anti-aircraft units, too, were early on the scene, having been dis-
embarked at the base ports on 14th and 15th September, in conjunction
with fighter units of the Royal Air Force, in, order to protect the